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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 
TYRONE APPOLLIS was born in Cape Town in 1957 and has lived most of his life in 
Mitchells Plain. Much of his work has been inspired by the environment and the 
prevailing conditions in the townships. He studied at the Community Arts Project, 
which has produced many of the present generation of artists in the Western Cape. He 
also studied with Cecil Skotnes. His first one-man exhibition was at the age of fifteen 
at Shawco, in Facreton, Cape Town in 1972. Then followed the second in March 1982 
held at the Rocklands Library, Mitchells Plain. In 1987 the S.A. Association of Arts Cape 
Town hosted his third one-man exhibition. His work entitled 'Emergency' currently 
hangs in the National Gallery, Cape Town. 
DAVID MAUGHAN BROWN is Professor and Head of Department of the Department 
of English at the University of Natal in Pietermaritzburg. He is the author of Land, 
Freedom and Fiction (Zed Books, 1985) and has published widely on East and Southern 
African literature, including popular fiction. 
GILLIAN CARGILL was born in Durban in 1953. She was photographer and co-
ordinator of the Market Photographers' Project. At present she is an independent 
photographer working in South Africa and Britain. 
MICHAEL CHAPMAN is professor of English at the University of Natal (Durban). He 
has published numerous books and articles on South African literature, including 
Douglas Uvingstone: A Critical Study of his Poetry, Soweto Poetry and The Drum Decade: 
Stories from the 1950s. His critical study, South African English Poetry: A Modern Perspective 
was awarded the SANLAM Prize for Non-fiction in 1987. 
PETER CLARKE comes from Cape Town and is both a writer and an artist. He is 
deeply involved in artists' movements in the townships who work together to put on 
group exhibitions of art, photography and sculpture which are combined with music, 
readings of poetry by the poets, and drama performances. These events take place in 
the townships. 
CHERRY CLAYTON has produced fiction, poetry and critical essays. Her publications 
include a collection of essays, Women and Writing in South Africa: A Critical Anthology 
published by Heinemann. Formerly a lecturer at the Rand Afrikaans University, she is 
now based in Canada. 
GARTH ERASMUS comes from Port Elizabeth but now lives in Cape Town where he 
is an art teacher in a children's art centre. He is primarily a visual artist and when he 
moved to Cape Town in 1980 he became part of Vakalisa Arts, a community-based art 
group which is now disbanded. He is currently a member of Thupelo Art Project as 
well as the Freedom Now art group. 
STEPHEN GRAY was born in Cape Town in 1941. He is novelist, poet and critic and 
his publications include John Ross: The True Story and Time of Our Darkness. He is 
professor of English at Randse Afrikaanse Universiteit, Johannesburg. Dangaroo Press 
will publish a collection of his poetry, SeJJSon of Violence, in 1992. 
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J.U. JACOBS is a professor of English at the University of Natal (Durban). He is the 
editor, for 1991, of the literary journal Current Writing and is researching South African 
prison autobiographies. 
DEELA KHAN lives in Wynberg, Cape Town, and is at present completing her degree 
in English at the University of Western Cape. Her poems have appeared in South 
African magazines including Staffrider, Upstream, Contrast and in Siren Songs, the first 
South African anthology of women's poetry. 
SANTIJ MOFOKENG was born in Johannesburg and grew up in Soweto. Since 1988 he 
has been a documentary photographer at the African Studies Institute, University of 
Witwatersrand. In 1991 he was awarded the Ernest Cole Award for documentary 
photography. His photographs have been published in South Africa and abroad. 
ENOCH A. MONKWE lives in the Northern Transvaal. He has published fiction and 
poetry. 
SALLY-ANN MURRAY teaches English at the University of Natal (Durban). Her 
publications include the anthology Signposts: Poetry for Today and, in 1989, she was 
awarded an Arthur Nortje Prize for her poetry. Currently, she is editing a new edition 
of Olive Schreiner's Trooper Peter Halket of Mashonaland. 
MZWAKHE MBULI, known in South Africa as the 'People's Poet', is a well-known 
political poet/musician and theatre activist. Aged 32, he was brought up in a strict Zulu 
family, and much of the inspiration for his music comes from mbube choral contexts and 
Zulu praise poems. He has made three records and written one book of poetry. In 1991, 
he and his band, The Equals, had a major and extremely successful tour of Europe, USA 
and Canada. For further biographical details, see interview on pp. 65-72. 
LAURETTA NGCOBO was born in South Africa and has lived in exile in England for 
28 years. She has recently made extended visits to South Africa and intends to return 
and Jive there permanently. She has published two novels, Cross of Gold (Longman, 
!981) and And They Didn't Die {Virago, 1990). She has also edited a collection of essays 
by black women writing in England called Let It Be Told (Virago, 1988). She is at present 
working on an historical novel and a collection of stories in which she is trying to 
capture South Africa in transition. 
M. ABNER NYAMENDE is a lecturer in the Department of African Literature and 
Language at the University of Cape Town. He has published poetry and critical essays 
on African literature. 
MXOLlSI M. NYEZW A comes from Port Elizabeth and writes both poetry and short 
fiction. 
ANDRIES WALTER OLIPHANT was educated at the University of Western Cape and 
In the United States of America where he was a Fulbright Scholar in Comparative 
Uterature. He is an exhibited painter. He was Resident Playwright and his play The 
Bicycle received an Arnstel Award in 1979. He has published poetry, short stories, 
reviews and literary criticism in both English and Afrikaans. In 1988 he published At 
tltt End of the Day, a collection of poetry, and co-edited the anthology Ten Years of 
Slllffrider. Oliphant who lectured at the University of Transkei for several years is 
currently editor of Staffrider Magazine. 
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DEENA PADA YACHEE describes himself as a 'non-white' physician who writes as a 
hobby, mainly about the peculiarities of South African society. He is a member of PEN, 
the ANC affiliated Congress of South African Writers and the South African Writers' 
Circle. Over the years he has won awards from the Grahamstown Festival of the Arts 
and the South African Writer's Circle. His short stories have appeared in South African 
magazines like Staffrider, New Contrast and Writer's Ring. One of his short stories 
appeared in the Vita Anthology of New South Afriam Short Fiction. In the USA his short 
stories have been published by Short Story International of New York. He also writes 
poetry and short stories for children. 
KIRSTEN HOLST PETERSEN is a graduate of the University of Aarhus and the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, London University. She has taught at the universities 
of Aarhus, Adelaide, Ahmadu Bello and Stockholm. From 1983 to 1986 she was the 
Danish Research Scholar at the Scandinavian Institute for African Studies, Uppsala. She 
has published widely in the field of post-colonial studies. Her publications include 
Criticism and Ideology: Papers from the Second African Writers' Conference, Stockholm, and 
she is the author of the chapter on South Africa in the recently published The Common-
wealth Novel Since 1960 (Macmillan, 1991). 
ANNA RUTHERFORD is a graduate of the University of Newcastle, NSW, and since 
1966 has taught at the University of Aarhus, Denmark. She was founding editor of 
Kunapipi, and in 1986 was elected international chairperson of ACLALS. She has pub-
lished widely in the field of post-colonial studies and is founder I director of Dangaroo 
Press. She chaired the international panel for the Commonwealth Poetry Prize in 1987 
and 1989 and was on the international judging committee for the Commonwealth 
Fiction Prize in 1987, 1988 and 1989. 
SIPHO SEPAMLA was born in 1932 in Krugersdorp, South Africa. His first profession 
was that of teacher, and his career as a writer started only in the mid-sixties. His main 
literary mode has been poetry. His collections include Hurry Up to It! (1975), The Blues 
is You in Me (1976), The Soweto I Love (1977), Children of the Earth (1983), and Selected 
Poems (1984). He has also written plays, short stories, and three novels, The Root is One 
(1979), A Ride on the Whirlwind (1980), and Third Generation (1986). Since the late seven-
ties he has worked with the Federated Union of Black Arts (FUBA) in Johannesburg. 
KELWYN SOLE was born in Johannesburg in 1951, but works at present in Cape Town. 
His first book of poems, The Blood of Our Silence, was published by Ravan Press in 1988. 
It subsequently won the Olive Schreiner Prize and was a runner-up for the Noma 
Award. 

